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FOUR LAYERED IMAGES OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT: 
2. The Geopolitical (Westphalian) World – Treaty of Peace of 
Westphalia (1648)
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Flags, capitals, national currencies, 
cultural history, political institutions, 

governments, state sovereignty, 
economic might, military capacity and 
geopolitics make up important aspects 

of the anatomy of this complex and 
fascinating political body called the 

world
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The United Nations: multilateral diplomacy in action.

Philosophical question: 
The UN is attached to a Machiavellian-Hobbesian 
paradigm or to a Kantian viewpoint of the world?
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The world is dictated by the Capital of Force, 
Power and Interests (KFPI) of National States 

Morality, utopian idealism, equality, ethical 
humanitarianism and other abstract 

constructs play a minor role in determining 
the outcomes of grand strategies in world 

affairs. 

(CASTRO, 2016)
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